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April 1, 2020 
 
Dear K-5 Parents, 
 
Thank you for your cooperation and commitment as we worked through the first few weeks of 
remote learning.  We recognize how your efforts at home have been integral to our success, 
and our students are very fortunate to have so much support for the continuation of their 
learning.   The creation of district plans served a short-term purpose (remember when we 
thought this might be a two-week closure?!), and we understand that there was some 
interruption to your child’s regular classroom instruction through the implementation of district 
plans.  We are proud that we were able to make the best of the situation given the short notice, 
and we have heard high praise regarding our first two weeks.  While we complete our third 
week of district plans as we head into spring break, it is important for our teachers to reclaim 
ownership of their lesson plans, the flow of instruction, and their connection with their 
students.  After careful analysis of several factors from a variety of stakeholders, we will 
transition to building-based grade level plans after spring break. 
 
Please be aware that you will receive daily plans in the same format as the district plans.  Each 
evening, your child's homeroom teacher will send the next day's morning message, with a link 
to the day's plans. These plans will no longer be posted on the district website as they will 
be specific to each school and grade.  We will be enhancing our instruction by providing video 
lessons up to a few times per week, as teachers work to create content to support the most 
challenging concepts in the week’s curriculum.  While our teachers will be planning in teams, 
you will also receive videos from teachers who are not your child’s homeroom teacher. The 
instructional content will be tailored to grade-level lessons and will provide explanation, 
modeling, and direct instruction with respect to subject area content.   
 
As many of you shared interest in video web conferencing through your feedback in the school 
surveys that were sent on Friday, we are still exploring the best use of these tools at the 
elementary level.  We appreciate that many parents have granted permission through 
completion of the parental consent form through Skyward, and our technology coaches in the 
district have piloted some platforms for real-time interaction with their students.   We would like 
to improve applications of video web conferencing before we formally launch this with our 
youngest students, and we have already learned that this technology is more effective with 
smaller groups at this age level.  While we recognize the potential benefits of video web 
conferencing, we want to ensure that it is implemented effectively.  We will keep you informed 
as we determine next steps with this possibility.   
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Again, we thank you for all you are doing to support your children at home, and we commend 
your efforts in creating a continuous, stable learning environment.  We want to emphasize the 
importance of finding a balance for your family.  It is perfectly acceptable to drop an 
assignment when your child needs a break, to shuffle around the day to meet your schedule, 
and to forego task completion when there is just too much on your plate.  Our teachers, many 
of whom are at home juggling all that you are, totally understand, and we recognize that our 
mental health and connections with family are of the utmost importance as we continue on this 
road.  We don’t know of anyone who didn’t go to college because they skipped a day of an 
elementary lesson!  Please do what works best for your family, and please reach out to your 
principal or teacher if you need support.   
 
We wish you and your family the best of health during this time.  Please know how much we 
appreciate your partnership.  Stay well. 
 
Sincerely, 
 

 
 
Stacie Poelstra 
Assistant Superintendent for Curriculum, Instruction and Assessment 
 


